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Pennsylvania’s most creative students to compete at Odyssey of the Mind State Finals
SWIFTWATER, PA – Over 1,000 students from across Pennsylvania will travel to the Poconos to put their creativity to the test. PA Odyssey of the Mind State Finals Presented by Juniata College will be held at the Pocono Mountain School District East Campus on April 6. The 151 teams earned their spot at State Finals after excelling at regional tournaments held throughout the state over the past two months. 
 
Odyssey of the Mind is an international creative problem-solving program that helps students develop STEAM skills – science, technology, engineering, arts, and math – and other life skills such as budgeting, project/time management, public speaking, and teamwork. The teams receive a problem at the beginning of the school year. They create a solution which they present to a panel of judges at the tournaments each spring.
This year’s Odyssey of the Mind problems range from building a device that mimics AI as it determines if the team’s artwork is “beautiful” or not, to creating a performance about a rock band that gets lost while on tour.
“It’s a fantastic program that pushes children to think outside the box while exercising skills across every academic and artistic discipline,” said Ryan Balton, PA Odyssey of the Mind public relations director. “The acting, writing, engineering, scenery, costumes – all aspects of the solution are completely original creations of the students. It’s exciting to see what they design.”
Teams also receive a secret spontaneous problem the day of competition, which they must solve on the spot. 
Students from 100 different community organizations and schools from every part of Pennsylvania will be competing in Swiftwater. The Pocono Mountain School District is hosting State Finals for the fifth time, with an expected attendance of over 2,500 people including the competing students and coaches, families, and volunteers. 
“Pocono Mountain School District is honored to support this competition renowned for its inspired and imaginative student performances while always maintaining a strong focus on the enjoyment and fun of learning,” said Superintendent Dr. Elizabeth Robison. 
Teams placing first or second will advance to Odyssey of the Mind World Finals at Iowa State University in May. At World Finals, Pennsylvania students have the opportunity to match up against teams from across the United States and countries around the world including China, Poland, Russia, Singapore and South Korea. Eight PA teams were honored with awards at last year’s World Finals.
PA Odyssey of the Mind is administered by the 501(c)(3) non-profit organization Creative Opportunities Unlimited in PA. The tournament and organization are run entirely by volunteers. The presenting sponsor of the tournament is Juniata College in Huntingdon, PA. 
“We’re extremely grateful to all our volunteers and supporters, including our presenting sponsor Juniata College and our host Pocono Mountain School District, for their unwavering support in providing a high-quality experience for the students in our program,” Balton said. “Thousands of creative students and their family and friends flock into the area for the tournament, and it’s no small undertaking.”
Grants are available for schools looking to start new teams in the 2024-25 school year. The Jumpstart Grant program covers registration fees and a stipend for each new Pennsylvania team. For more info, visit paodyssey.com/grants. 
On the Web:
PA Odyssey of the Mind – paodyssey.com
Facebook – facebook.com/paodyssey
Instagram – Instagram.com/paootm
Odyssey of the Mind HQ – odysseyofthemind.com
###
A searchable competition schedule is posted at www.paodyssey.com/state-finals/  
We will have high-resolution photographs available after the tournament if you are unable to send a photographer. Please contact us with what school(s) your news organization covers if you need any specific photographs.

Photos attached are from our NEPA Regional Tournament held at Pocono Mountain West High School on Feb. 24. 

List of All Competing Schools and Organizations
ABINGTON HEIGHTS ELE SCH

ABINGTON HEIGHTS H S

AVALON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

AVONWORTH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

AVONWORTH MID SCH

BELLEVUE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

BOYCE MID SCH

BRAMBLEWOOD LEARNING COMMUNITY

CENTRAL ELE SCH

CENTRAL ELEMENTARY SCH

CHARLES BOEHM MIDDLE SCHOOL

CHARTIERS VALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL

CLEAR RUN INT SCH

CLERMONT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

CUMBERLAND VALLEY H S

CURTIN INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

DEFRANCO ELE SCH

DELAWARE VALLEY ELE SCH

DELAWARE VALLEY H S

DELAWARE VALLEY MID SCH

DINGMAN-DELAWARE ELE SCH

DINGMAN-DELAWARE MID SCH

DORMONT ELEMENTARY SCH

EAST VINCENT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

EISENHOWER ELE SCH

FORT COUCH MID SCH

FOSTER ELEMENTARY SCH

GWYNEDD SQUARE ELEMENTARY SCH

H. AUSTIN SNYDER ELE SCH

HAMPTON HIGH SCHOOL

HAMPTON MIDDLE SCHOOL

HOMESCHOOLING TOGETHER

INGLEWOOD ELE SCH

J.P. LIBERATI INTERMEDIATE SCH

KEYSTONE OAKS HIGH SCHOOL

KEYSTONE OAKS MID SCH

KUTZTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL

KUTZTOWN AREA MID SCH

KUTZTOWN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

LANDIS RUN INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

LOG COLLEGE MIDDLE SCHOOL

LOYALSOCK TWP MID SCH

LYNCH-BUSTIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MAKEFIELD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MANHEIM TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL

MANHEIM TOWNSHIP MIDDLE SCHOOL

MARTIN MEYLIN MIDDLE SCHOOL

MARY MOTHER REDEEMER CHURCH

MCCALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MCMURRAY ELE SCH

MELLON MIDDLE SCHOOL

MONTGOMERY AREA PUBLIC LIBRARY

MONTGOMERY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MOORE ELE SCH

MOUNT CARMEL AREA ELE SCH

MOUNT CARMEL AREA JR\/SR HS

MT. LEBANON HIGH SCHOOL

NORTH COVENTRY ELEMENTARY SCH

NORTH PENN H S

NORTH WALES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

NORTHAMPTON AREA HIGH SCHOOL

NORTHAMPTON AREA MID SCH

NORTHGATE MIDDLE SCHOOL

OSBORNE ELE SCH

OWEN J. ROBERTS HIGH SCHOOL

OWEN J. ROBERTS MIDDLE SCHOOL

PENNSBURY HIGH SCHOOL

PINE-RICHLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL

PLYMOUTH WHITEMARSH H S

POCONO MOUNTAIN EAST H S

POCONO MOUNTAIN WEST H S

POCONO MOUNTAIN WEST JHS

POCONO MT EAST JHS

POFF ELE SCH

QUARRY HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

REIDENBAUGH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

ROCK L BUTLER MIDDLE SCHOOL

SANDY RUN MIDDLE SCHOOL

SCHICK ELE SCH

SHOHOLA ELE SCH

SOLANCO HIGH SCHOOL

SPRING GROVE AREA HIGH SCH

SPRING GROVE AREA INTERMEDIATE

SPRING GROVE AREA MIDDLE SCH

STEAM STUDIO

STREAMS ELEM.

SWIFTWATER INT SCH

THE PEN RYN SCHOOL

TITAN EVENT COMPANY

UNIVERSITY SCHOLARS

UPPER DAUPHIN AREA MID SCH

UPPER ST. CLAIR HS

VALLEY LEARNING COMMUNITY

WASHINGTON SALVATION ARMY

WELLSBORO AREA HIGH SCHOOL

WEST VINCENT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

WILLIAMSPORT AREA HIGH SCHOOL

WILLIAMSPORT AREA MIDDLE SCH

WYLAND ELE SCH

YORK AVE ELE SCH

